
LAVAND & BEVERLY SYVERSON

39381 OAK VIEW LANE
CHERRY VALLEY, CALIFORNIA 92223-5830

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration
5630 Fishers Ln RM 1061
Rockville,MD20857-0003

Dear Sirs: Re: DOCKET NO. 98N-1265

When my wife, Beverly, recently learned of the MOU published by the FDA on January 21, 1999, that would
restrict her ability to obtain natural cream hormone compounded by Women’s International Pharmacy,
(Wisconsin); and natural thyroid (Westhroid) compounded by MedQuest (Utah), she went into a panic. Let me
tell you why.

After menopause, she suffered from severe depression and genital dryness. In 1983, her gynecologist prescribed
Conj. Estrogen .625 and Medroxyroxy progesterone 10 mg. She developed severe mouth sores, so the
gynecologist changed it to Estinal.02mg and Progesterone 10 mg. Within a year, she again suffered from severe
mouth sores. In 1985, she was put on Ogen 1.25 and Provera 2.5 mg that she tolerated quite well until 1994, when
mouth sores again developed. The doctors then tried the Estroderm Patch.05mg and Provera 2.5 mg, with no
success. The mouth sores persisted.

In desperation, her doctors suggested she try a natural cream hormone consisting of estriol, progesterone and
testosterone, and topically applied. Almost miraculously, the mouth sores disappeared, and she once again began
to feel normal. She continues to benefit greatly from this natural hormone.

More recently, she was diagnosed as having very low thyroid. Her physician first prescribed Synthroid, to which
Beverly reacted with severe cramping, pain in the lower abdomen and reflux. She then tried Armour thyroid, but
experienced the same reaction. She has been on Westhyroid, a natural thyroid for the last couple of years with no
adverse reaction.

I simply do not know what my wife would do if access to Women’s International Pharmacy for her hormones, or
MedQuest for her thyroid were cut off. The MOU as it presently stands, as well as the Compounding Section
503A of the Modernization Act, must be amended.

We hntfi feel exceedingly fortunate that our Senators and our Congressman, to whom we are sending copies of
this letter, are all women, women who most certainly can sympathize with the plight of my wife.

Yours sincerely,
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LaVand (Van Syverson

cc: Senator Barbara Boxer
112 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

Representative Mary Bono
324 Cannon House Office Bldg. ~‘;
Washington, DC 20515

Senator Dianne Feinstein
331 Hart Senate Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20510 “
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